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Systems have been developed and provided through the
Agricultural Research Center.

2- Planning and implementing training programs
for the students in the Faculty of Agriculture in the area
of Agricultural knowledge Systems with emphasis on
Agricultural Expert Systems. Reactions and experiences
of the selected extension agents and farmers’ leaders
toward the Expert Systems Programs, in the
aforementioned step, have been considered for the
students training programs.

3- Evaluating the students’ training programs
through identifying perceived strengths and weaknesses
and students suggestions for future improvement.

The units of analysis for the study included:

V- a total of 4 programs on Agricultural Expert Systems
for the selected extension agents (25) and farmers’ local
leaders (13) in Alexandria Governorate during the years
2000, and 2009 ( 2 programs for each group). 2- a total
of 3 programs on Agricultural Knowledge Systems with
emphasis on Agricultural Expert Systems, for a total of
184 students. The students represented different areas
of scientific agricultural specializations in the Faculty of
Agriculture, Alexandria University during the years 2000,
2003, and 2009.

The results of the study revealed a relatively high level of
understanding and positive reactions concerning the
concept of Agricultural Expert Systems and the provided
training programs on the part of the participant groups
namely; the extension agents, farmers’ local leaders,
and the students of Faculty of Agriculture.

In the mean time the study exemplified a model for the
role of Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria University in
enhancing cooperation among the University, Executive
organizations and Local farmers’ representatives for the
purpose of improving higher agricultural education
curriculum. This cooperation has been mainly
accomplished through training the students of Faculty of
Agriculture on the Agricultural Knowledge Systems, with
emphasis on the Agricultural Expert Systems. Such
activity highlighted the necessity for considering the topic
of Agricultural Knowledge Systems in the Faculty of
Agriculture Educational Curriculum. The intent has been
to enable Faculty graduates to deal efficiently with
contemporary technological and economic
circumstances, for the purpose of improving agricultural
productivity and achieving food security.

Egypt.

- Chidley, T.R.E., J. Elgy and J. Antoine (1993);
Computerized Systems of Land Resources Appraisal for
Agricultural Development, F.A.O.

= Compton, J. lin (1990 ); Researching
Agricultural Knowledge Systems, Paper Presented at
Annual conference of the Association for International
Agricultural and Extension Education, Chery Chase, MD.

- Egyptian Ministry Of Agriculture ( 2005); Report
about Agricultural Sector, On Line available at:
http://www.agric.gov.eg/webh.htm

3 Flora, Cornelia (1983); Farming Systems
Research and the Land-Grand System: Transferring
Assumptions Elsewhere, The Rural Sociologist Vol. 3,
No. 4.

- Popham, W. James (1970); Systematic
Instruction, Prentice Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N.J.

Enhancing Cooperation between the University and
Local Organizations in the Area of Curriculum
Development of Higher Agricultural Education,
Alexandria Governorﬁte, Egypt.

Prof. Dr. Shadia H. Fathy* Dr. Abdullah A. Ramadan* Dr.
Dalia I. Keshk**

* Agricultural Extension Education Dept., Faculty of
Agriculture, Alexandria University.

** Agricultural Extension Research Institution, Agric.
Research Center.

Summary
Among the important indicators of the scientific

management of Higher Agricultural Education is the
participation of educational and research institutions,
executive organizations and local farmers
representatives in such a process. The present research
paper examines the role of the Faculty of Agriculture,
Alexandria University - as a coordinator and participant —
in enhancing cooperation among the aforementioned
parties, for improving higher agricultural education
curriculum in Alexandria Governorate.

The role of the Faculty of Agriculture was specifically
examined in terms of the following activities;

1- Planning and implementing training programs
for the extension agents and farmers’ local leaders in the
area of Agricultural Expert Systems. Such Expert
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